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Stigma is a negative mark.1 Its origins derive from Ancient Greece, where the
stigma was a mark placed on the body in order to easily identify the morally
corrupt.
give no open recognition to what is discrediting of him, and while this work of
careful disattention is being done, the situation can become tense, uncertain and
2
Arguably, the
law seeks to overcome uncertainty by drawing bright lines. Indeed, it has
impulse to use categories and draw lines
to understand and simplify complex concepts 3 This is a theme that emerges
throughout the thematic articles. Yet, this practice of categorisation appears to
only intensify concerns about stigmatisation. These concerns resonate in very
different areas of law.
norms, and institutional practices that constrain the opportunities, resources and
4
This thematic component aims to explore the
ways in which the law enacts, counteracts and codifies stigma.
The six articles in the thematic component are diverse in subject matter, yet
they remain consonant with each other. Resounding in each article is a reminder
of the inextricable relationship between social norms, cultural practices and
lawmaking. The individual is marked differently: in their personal lives, their
work lives, and in the eyes of the law.
Like Charlie Chaplin in Modern Times,5 Jessup and McIlwraith remind us
6
Even
7
, the stigma of
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sex marks a boundary between productivity and pleasure. Despite the seeming
stability of legal categories, they are in fact shifting with the movements of those
who carry legal personhood. They are fragile. It is this fragility that Karpin and
the legal definitions of disability an area where
stigma is decidedly corporeal.8 Once again, the debate focuses on what is normal.
The authors seek to complicate the dichotomy between normalcy and disability,
and challenge the diagnostic criteria used to construct it.
through its history and show how old associations with deviance and immorality
continue to permeate Australian bankruptcy law, without distinguishing the
9

stigma associated with bankrupt status.10 Read together, these articles deepen the
reforming modern insolvency law.
In a different discussion of self-stigmatisation, Ragusa and Groves unpack
how stigma related to bullying and psychological injury is manifested in
11
They perceptively argue that legal analyses
focus on the vulnerability of the claimant, rather than the bullying behaviour,
forcing claimants to self-stigmatise in order to receive compensation.
The articles are replete with examples of legal contradictions. It is fitting to
redress existing categories of stigma. However, we must be vigilant to the way in
12
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